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Global vs. National Indicator Set

Sustainable Development Goals Germany's National Sustainable Development Strategy
(Deutsche Nachhaltigkeitsstrategie)
SDG DNS
g"ﬁ:‘. ®
o
17 Goals 17 Goals
169 Targets 42 Postulates
247 Indicators 72 Indicators
+ 72 Objectives
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Publication of Results: Indicator Report

* Every two years
e Printed and online

* Recentdata —

e Exact definition of the
indicator

« Political intentions and
objectives
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1 NO POVERTY

Poverty — Limiting poverty

1.1.a, b Material deprivation and severe material
deprivation
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Definition of indicators

Material deprivation refers to the lack of specific consumer goods and the involuntary foregoing of discretion-

Content and development

ary ion for financial reasons. The two indicators indicate the proportion of people out of the total
population who are deemed to suffer material deprivation (1.1.a) or severe material deprivation (1.1.b).
Material deprivation describes the situation of all people whose household meets at least three (four in the
case of severe material deprivation) out of nine defined criteria reflecting the financial restrictions on the
household.

Targets and intention of the German Government

The material deprivation indicator is also part of the extensive pove reporting con-
ducted by the German Government. By identifying indivi ncies, it is intended to map
the types of personal circumstances in whi poverty exists. The aim of the fight against
material deprivation is to e percentages of persons in Germany who are materially
deprived an everely materially deprived should both be below the average for the
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Content and development of indicators

The data are drawn from the EU-wide harmonised annual Statistics on Income and Living
Conditions (EU-SILC), the results of a survey conducted in Germany by the Federal Statistical
Office in cooperation with the statistical offices of the various Lander under the title “Living in
Europe”. This involves some 14,000 private households in Germany, which voluntarily provide
information about their income and living conditions annually.

Both indicators show the percentage of the population who, in their own estimation, involuntarily
forego ¢ ion or experience in several areas for financial reasons. Purchases

of selected lifestyle items considered in Europe to be appropriate, desirable or even essential
were used as evaluation criteria. These nine criteria used to define material deprivation are
standardised for all countries in which the EU-SILC survey is conducted, which makes EU-wide
comparisons possible.

Specifically, the nine attributes are as follows: the lack of a car, a washing machine, a colour TV
or a telephone in the household (in each case because the household is unable to afford one),

a financial problem paying rent, mortgage or utility bills on time, being unable to provide for
adequate heating in the home, being unable to eat meat, fish or an equivalent vegetarian meal
every second day, not being able to spend a one-week holiday away from home each year or
being unable to meet unexpected expenditure of a specific amount (EUR 1,050 in 2018) from the
household budget.

Material deprivation is associated with the problem of social exclusion, because participation in
social life is jeopardised by a lack of funds. This measure of severe material deprivation is also
part of the “poverty or social exclusion” indicator, which is used to measure progress towards
one of the five headline targets of the Europe 2020 strategy (combating poverty and social
exclusion).

In 2018, 7.8% of the population in Germany were classed as materially deprived, while 3.1%
were subject to severe material deprivation. The corresponding values in 2010 were 11.1% and
4.5% respectively, and they were even slightly higher in some cases in the years immediately
following. The level has thus shown a slight fall over time, similar to that in the EU as a whole.
The average values for people in the EU, however, are considerably higher on both counts than
the corresponding values for Germany. In 2018, for instance, the materially deprived proportion
of the EU ion, as estimated by the istical Office of the European Union (Eurostat),
was 13.1%, which is more than half the German figure. A total of 5.9% were classed as severely
materially deprived. This quota is 90% higher than the corresponding value in Germany.
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Four symbols for assessing the progress

" »On-track but ,Off-track but "
,On-track trailing behind* improving * L,Off-track
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Three Types of Objectives

Target Value Target for each year Qualitative target
X
X X X X X
sIncrease the proportion of »+Annual government deficit less than »Expenditure on global pandemic
organically farmed agricultural land 3% of GDP, to be maintained until prevention and response to be
to 20% by 2030 2030 “ increased by 2030
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1 - Absolute or Relative Target Value

SN
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Criteria:
« A:Distance to target in target year
B: Current distance to target
A/B< 5% - Sunny
5%<A/B> 20% - Cloudy
20%< A/B >100% - Heavily clouded
100%< A/B - Thunderstorm
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2 - Constant Target for Every Year

Criteria:
/\ « A:Target reached?
x/&\x/x\\;;, X X X X  B:Average trend correct?
/\ - AV BV > Sunny
- AV BX - Cloudy
« AX BV > Heavily clouded
- AX BX - Thunderstorm
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3 - Qualitative target

Criteria:
/\ ;I A: Average trend correct?
/\/\/\\/ « B:Last movement correct?

- AV BV > Sunny

- AV BX - Cloudy
X « AX BV > Heavily clouded
-« AX BX > Thunderstorm

11" Federal Statistical Office (Destatis) 22.09.2021 8



Weather System destatis.de

Special cases to consider

A A A
X
* % A\ x
x \
X X X X X

What if multiple targets are defined What if several target values have What if an indicator has reached its
for an indicator to be achieved? been specified for one indicator that target before the target year and its
are to be achieved in different development is now deteriorating?

years?

- See the complete documentation of the methodology on our online platform at
www.dns-indicators.de/en/status/
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Pros and cons

Pro Contra

* Intuitive understanding. « Only computable for indicators with at least

« Transparent - no high mathematics six data points (for 9 of 72 indicators no
required. evaluation is possible).

« All kinds of policy target formulations can « Details in targets cannot be taken into account
be covered. ("By 2020, substantially reduce..." is treated as

« Current development is taken into a directional target).
account. « No precise forecast - Weather symbols do not

« Average of recent development is taken replace the explanatory texts of the indicator
into account. report with their background information.

- Great tool to give a first impression whether an indicator is on- or off-track!
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Contact

Federal Statistical Office Contact Person

D-53029 Bonn Moritz BoRe

Germany moritz.bosse@destatis.de

Phone +49 228 99 643 8475
www.destatis.de/EN

www.destatis.de/EN/Service/Contact/ Contact.html
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Relevant websites

Plattform of DNS indicators: www.dns-indicators.de
Plattform of Germany’s SDG indicators: www.sdg-indicators.de
Country Case Study: https://statswiki.unece.org/display/SFSDG/GERMANY
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